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THE CENTER | MORTISE & TENON

The cross braces are actually inlaid into the 
wooden column by a joint called mortise and 
tennon. These joints are facend by precise 
wooden dowels that lock this structure into 
place. If you were to walk around will property 
and look at his structures, particularly 
focusing on the joinery you will see that this 
technique is used alot in Will’s designs. 

This structure was constructed in the early 
1980’s right around the time the wilderness 
center’s idea was coming into fruition. Will, 
along with a craftsman from Minnesota came 
up with an exposed design to aloft a space that 
could accompany guests during the summer 
months. The post and beam structure is 
supported by interlocking cross braces that 
gives this form strenghth and beauty. 

Connected to Will’s center there is a walkway 
that conncets to a gazebo. The gazebo is 
upheld by what seems to be a complex 
wooden structure. As we studied further into 
the structure and the joinery it was not as 
complex as it may have seemed. Wills master 
craftmanship is displayed in this form. 
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The joinery is rather straight foward on on 
this frame. The cross beams are flush with the 
spruce column. This two beams are facened 
bolts, washers, and nuts which are used more 
in typical construction. 

The framing for the lodge is an A-frame 
wooden form made from local repurposed 
spruce. Will had nearby friends to help him 
form the design. Although the concrete slab is 
setteling the structure still is standing strong 
40 years later. 

When Will Steger first purchesed this land in 
the early 1960’s he had a vision of a comunal 
area to plan his expeditions with collegeus. 
The lodge soon came to reality in 1974 and was 
one of Will’s great personal accomplishments. 
The lodge still remains toady as a social place 
to eat, cook, and just relax. When you step 
into this time capsule you can immedietly 
appreciate the hard work and planning it took 
to design the lodge. 

THE LODGE | BOLTED CROSS BEAM
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THE CENTER | DOVETAIL V-GROVE

The dove tail joint is a complex joint the 
requires no hardware to fasten. It is a joint 
formed by one or more tapered projections 
on one piece that interlock with correspond-
ing notches or recesses in another. Smaller 
dovetail do not require a small post down the 
middle but because this is a much larger scale 
there was a dowel inserted down the cener of 
the intersections. 

The dove tail joint was used for the exterior 
shell of the center. This joint is met at the 
corners of the exterior shell and is rather a 
complex joint. Will used repurposed doglus 
fir to complete the facade which gave the 
center an imaculant organic look. 

The main feature on Will’s land is the center. 
This six story castle is with out a doubt a work 
of art. From the glass shell of the solarium to 
the interior woodworking this place is one 
of a kind. Will has used many different types 
of structures and joinery but there was one 
feature on this facade that will has not used on 
any of his other buildings, the dove tail joint. 
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THE BATH HOUSE | HALF NOTCH CORNERS

The red pine logs of the roof structure are 
carved to mold to one another. This structure 
is upheld by concrete blocks and dimensional 
lumber. Although the logs are fastened to one 
another by large bolts. This technique is used 
alot in home and cabins in the north woods. 

The most prevailing aspect of this bath house 
is its open framed roof structure. Being able 
to see the anatomy of how the roof form is 
being supported is not only beautiful but also 
educational. The exposed red pine logs give 
the structure additional supports from strong 
winder winds and was a nice techinque to 
organicaly blend this form into its natural 
habitat. 

The most recent structure Will has mas-
terminded is the bathhouse. This structure 
located right outside the center is still under 
construction. The bath house will use some 
innovated techniques to passive cooling and 
cooling stratagies. Inbetween the roof and 
the ceiling will be open to let wind tunnel 
through. This breathtaking little bathouse is 
constructed mostly of dimensional lumber, 
stone and red pine. 


